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The Indian Sarus typically nests during the monsoon

season, although some nesting of pairs can occur in

late winter (Suwal 1999, Vyas 1999, Mukherjee et al.

2002, Sundar and Choudhury 2003). The second nest-

ing is thought to be of pairs that were unsuccessful in

raising young during the monsoons. Indian Sarus use

both flooded rice fields and natural wetlands to nest

in. In areas with large marshlands, nests are character-

istically spread out over the entire marsh (e.g. in the 29

k m2 Keoladeo National Park in Rajasthan;

Ramachandran and Vijayan 1994). In areas with inten-

sive cultivation, pairs prefer to nest in natural wetlands.
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When wetlands are scarce and density of breeding

pairs is high (e.g. as in Etawah and Mainpuri, Uttar

Pradesh; Sundar and Choudhury, in preparation), si-

multaneously active nests can be as close as 25 m

(Plate 2a). In areas where birds are not actively perse-

cuted, pairs construct nests in wetlands as small as one

ha. Nests can be as close as 37 m to human habitation,

and as close as 4 m to metalled roads (Sundar and

Choudhury in preparation). When extent of wetlands

is very low in the landscape, pairs often nest in

flooded paddy fields (Suwal 1999, Mukherjee et al.

2002, Sundar and Choudhury in preparation; Plate

2b).
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1. Indian Sarus : Gopi Sundar

2. Eastern Sarus : J. A. Van der Ven

3. Indian Sarus : International Crane Foundation

4. to 10. Indian Sarus : Prakash Gole
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